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French Arabism and anticipating Francophonism:
A study of the mechanisms of establishment and
development: Tunisia is an example
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Keywords Abstract
This research seeks to examine the connection between French Arabism,
which includes specialists in Arabic language, literature, and civilization, and
the Francophone project, under which the French-speaking countries operate,
with a forward-looking perspective,in the Tunisian case. French Arabists, such | Francophone,
as André Demeerseman, Paul Lapie, Louis Machuel, William Marcais, worked Arabism,
to promote the civilizing mission championed by French colonialism in the Tunisia,
Maghreb and other regions through relationships, visits, travels, publications, foresight,
and plans. This research aims to assess the true role that French Arabism played education.
in serving the Francophone project by laying its foundations and anticipating its
roles through two main aspects: the projection in terms of language, where
Arabic was marginalized and replaced by French in schools, administration, and
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the cultural landscape, and the projection in terms of education, where Zaytuna
education was abolished and replaced by French education at various levels and
institutions. The research concludes that the world of Arabism served the
Francophone project by planting, growing, and deepening its roots.
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""Lapie, Paul, Les civilisations tunisiennes : musulmans, israélites, européens : étude
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*Machuel, Louis, L’enseignement publique en Tunisie, Revue Pédagogique, T VII,
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plan culturel (conférence donnée au cercle des Amitiés Tunisienne, le mercredi 19
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>’Machuel, L'enseignement public, op.cit, p. 24.
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>*Machuel, L'enseignement public, op.cit, p. 66.
>Tdem.

> Bessis, Juliette, La crise de l'autonomie et de l'indépendance tunisienne, classe

politique et pays réel, Paris, Les Editions Ouvrieres, 1978, p. 283(note76).

% «La France ne demande pas qu'on lui procure en série des contrefacons

d’Européens [...] Faites que chaque enfant né sous votre drapeau tout en restant
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d’esprit, de vocation ! »Voir : (CAHIERS D’ETUDES AFRICAINES, 1968, vol. §,
n° 29, p. 110-122, p. 120.) /http://histoire-education.revues.org/2252#ftn24
>"Pouillon. Francois, Dictionnaire des orientalistes de langue francaise, Francois
Pouillon(éd.), nouvelle édition revue et augmentée, ISMM -KARTHALA, 2012,
pp. 511-512.
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Garnier,Xavier, Onésime Reclus et lapproche géographique des littératures
francophones, Presses universitaires de Lyon, pp.165.
https://books.openedition.org/pul/30630?lang-fr#text

60 Tétu, Qu'est—ce que la francophonie 2op. cit, p. 9.
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61 Tétu, Qu'est-ce que la francophonie?, op. cit, p. 21.

62 Tétu, Michel, Qu'est-ce que la francophonie?, Hachette-Edicef, 58, rue Jean-

Bleuzen, avec le concours de ’Année francophone internationale, 1997, p. 8.
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