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Managing differences in Islamic thought Preserving identity and the
purpose of acquaintance in light of objectives and outcome
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Keywords Abstract
This article examines the governance of difference (tadbir al- Governan
ikhtilaf) in Islamic thought, asking how a maqasid-based reading ce of
can transcend the perceived binary between insularity in the name of | (ifference:
identity and dissolution in the name of ta'aruf (mutual recognition). Figh of
It argues that this tension is constructed rather than genuine: a | cjvilizationa
referentially-grounded identity is a prerequisite for authentic ta‘aruf, | palance:
while ta‘aruf constitutes the actualization of identity within human | The magsad
diversity. The article employs a maqasid-based analytical | of ta‘aruf:
methodology, grounding four central concepts and examining their | preservation
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regulative relationships through the consideration of outcomes | of identity;
(i‘tibar al-ma’alat). Organized in three sections, it moves from | Consideratio
regulating the outcomes of difference, to establishing the n of
complementarity of identity and ta‘aruf, to deriving practical | outcomes.
mechanisms of maqasid-based balance. It concludes that the figh of
civilizational balance is a methodology for governing difference-
orienting human diversity toward justice, human dignity, and
civilizational flourishing (‘umran)-and offers a diagnostic
instrument evaluating any approach by its actual outcomes.
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