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Keywords

Abstract

This study examines the concept, nature, and mechanisms of syntactic inference
in Arabic grammatical thought through a descriptive and analytical approach based
on selected examples from primary grammatical sources. It first explores the general
concept of inference and its development in logic and Islamic legal theory, before
examining its specific meaning and uses among Arab grammarians. The study then
traces the development of syntactic inference from its initial reliance on transmitted
linguistic evidence and analogy to the diversification of its inferential mechanisms,
particularly textual and rational mechanisms. It also identifies the main factors that
contributed to the expansion of grammatical inference, including the influence of
religious and rational sciences, the absence or limited availability of textual
evidence, and grammatical debates and disputations. The study concludes that
inference constituted a central foundation for establishing grammatical rules and

judgments and developed along both practical and theoretical dimensions.
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